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AARP Hawaii

AARP Hawaii, representsa state-widemembershipof 156,000adultsoverthe ageof 50, andhas

a stronghistoryofengagingourmembershipin stateandcoimnunityissues.We standon our

previoustestimonysupportingtransitorienteddevelopmentandcommentingon CD1 andCD2

andwe supportthe changessubmittedby theadministration.However,wewould like to offer

thefollowing Thrthercommentsregardinga) theplanningtime line for communityinvolvement

andb) thepositionofthis in theRevisedOrdinancesofHonolulu.

PlanningTimeilne for CommunityInvolvement:

We stronglysupportacommunitybasedplanningprocessthat is inclusiveandaddressesthe

uniquecharacteristics,resources,andneedsofthesurroundingcommunityofeachtransit station

andweagreethat thereis greaterchanceforsuccesshlpublic supportif thecommunitiescanbe

involvedin earlyplanninganddesignstagesofthedevelopmentandredevelopmentprojectsthat

will reflecttheirneedsandpriorities.

However,weareconcernedthat theCity Councilhasseenfit to put in an artificial deadlineof

January1, 2011 for establishinganeighborhoodplan,with no distinctionmadeabout

establishingplanswith communitiesthat will bebuilt first or in whichredevelopmentis

imminent.
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While we favor an expeditedtimeline,we cautiontheCity Council abouttheinclusionof this

deadline.Our experiencehasshownusthat it is importantto engagein apublic involvement

processthat is deliberate,timely, anddo-able, We do notbelievethattheDepartmentof

PlanningandPermittinghasadequateresourcesto do this in everycommunityalongthetransit

line, by 201 1 andweareconcernedthatthis datewould resultin someneighborhoodsbeingshut

out of theplanningprocessor in avery cursorycommunityinvolvementprocessthatwouldnot

result in thekind ofpublic engagementthat is needed.

We believethatthepublic would bebestservedby astrategicuseof DPI’ resourcesthat

prioritizescommunityplanningbasedon thebuilding time line andthosecommunitiesin which

redevelopmentis imminent. We recommendthat adeadlinebeset for eachcommunityfrom the

startoftheirplanningprocess(i.e., two years)andthat eachcommunityplanningprocessbegin

within asetnumberof yearsoftheirproposedbuild out.

LandUse:

Wewould like to notethatTransitOrientedDevelopment,by its verynature,is aboutlanduse.

Foreasein administeringthis process,wewould like to seetheordinancemovedto thelanduse

sectionratherthanthepublic transitsectionofRevisedOrdinancesofHonolulu.

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton this importantwork.
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